
200 Years of
Greek 

Independence

From 1453 to 1821, Greece was part of the 
Ottoman Empire, which controlled parts of 
Southeastern Europe, Western Asia, and 
Northern Africa. 

On March 25, 1821, the Greek Revolution 
started and continued until 1832.  

Dark gray areas note the Ottoman Empire in 1800.

Another important date

Greece and Cyprus celebrate Oxi Day on 
October 28. Oxi means “no” in Greek 
and refers to October 28, 1940, when the 
Greek Prime Minister, Ioannis Metaxas, 
refused to let Axis forces occupy Greek 
territory. 

In response, Italian troops in Albania 
attacked the Greek border. And so 
Greece entered World War II. 

Oxi Day celebrations are similar to 
Independence Day, with parades and 
displays of the Greek flag. 
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March 25, 2021, marks 200 years since 
Greece declared war. 

To honor Greece’s independence, 
landmarks around the world will light up in 
blue and white (the colors of Greece’s flag) 
in cities including: 

● San Francisco
● Los Angeles
● Boston
● Chicago
● Toronto
● Vancouver
● Sydney
● Johannesburg

Greece celebrates Independence Day 
on March 25. Traditional celebrations in 
Greek towns and villages include school 
parades, where children wear traditional 
Greek costumes and carry Greek flags. 
In Athens, there’s an armed forces 
parade. 

Things you might know about 
Greece:

● Athens is the capital
● Home of the Parthenon
● Birthplace of the 

Olympics

Things you might not know 
about Greece:

● Greek Independence 
Day is on March 25

Information sources:

● https://www.britannica.com/topic/Greek-Independence-Day
● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_War_of_Independence
● https://greekreporter.com/2021/03/21/world-turns-greek-march-25-greece-bicenten

nial-independence/
● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohi_Day

Image sources:
Note: The original images are available for use under Creative Commons licenses or 
freely available (no license). License information is available at each link.

● Parthenon, Athens, Greece (used for drawing reference). Original photo by Hans 
Reniers, via Unsplash - https://unsplash.com/photos/DELDTYAjPrg

● Greek key frame (used as is). Image by Firkin, via Open Clipart - 
https://openclipart.org/detail/234905/greek-key-frame

● Ottoman Empire 1800 (used as is). Via Wikimedia Commons - 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ottoman_Empire_1800.jpg

● Portrait of a family in ancient Greek clothes (used for drawing reference). Original 
image by Roomyana, via Deposit Photos - 
https://depositphotos.com/vector-images/greek-costume-woman.html?qview=1485
45221

● Greek flag (used as is). Original image by Andrikkos, via Wikimedia Commons - 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Greek_flag_variation_black-white.png

● Map of Greece (used as is). Original image by BedexpStock, via Pixabay - 
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/map-greece-europe-country-symbol-2672640/

This zine is published under a Creative Commons license (CC BY-NC 4.0). 
You may share, distribute, remix, and adapt this zine for non-commercial 
purposes as long as you credit the creator, Kali Kambouroglos. 

You may not use any text or images in this zine for commercial purposes.
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